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Most U.S. students are recovering from pandemic-era setbacks, 
but millions are making up little ground 


By COLLIN BINKLEY 
AP Education Writer 
ALEXANDRIA, Va. (AP) — 
On one side of the class- 
room, 
students 
circled 
teacher 
Maria 
Fletcher 
and 
practiced 
vowel 
sounds. In another corner, 
children 
read 
together 
from a book. Scattered 
elsewhere, students sat at 
laptop computers and got 
reading help from online 
tutors. For the third graders 
at Mount Vernon Commu- 
nity School in Virginia, it was 
an ordinary school day. But 
educators were racing to 
get students learning more, 
faster, and to overcome 
setbacks that have persist- 
ed since schools closed for 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
four years ago. 
America's 
schools 
have 
started to make progress 
toward getting students 
back on track. 


Continued on Page 3 


Fifth grade students attend a math lesson with teacher Jana Lamontagne, right, during class at Mount Vernon Community School, 
in Alexandria, Va., Wednesday, May 1, 2024. 
Associated Press 
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Trump's attacks on U.S. justice system after his conviction could be 
used by autocrats, say experts 


By EMMA BURROWS 
Associated Press 
After his historic guilty ver- 
dict in his hush money case, 
Donald Trump attacked the 
U.S. criminal justice system, 
making unfounded claims of 
a "rigged" trial that echoed 
remarks from the Kremlin. 
"If they can do this to me, 
they can do this to anyone," 
Trump said Friday, speaking 
from his namesake tower in 
New York on Friday. Thou- 
sands of miles away, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin was 
probably "rubbing his hands 
with glee," said Fiona Hill, a 
former senior White House 
national security adviser to 
three U.S. presidents, includ- 
ing Trump. 
Hill and other analysts say 
Trump's attacks could be 
useful to Putin and other 
autocrats as they look to 
boost their standing among 
their own citizens, potential- 
ly sway the upcoming U.S. 
presidential election in which 
Trump is the presumptive Re- 
publican nominee, and un- 
dermine the United States' 
global influence. 
Some autocratic countries 
reacted swiftly in support of 
Trump. Moscow agreed with 
Trump's assessment of Thurs- 
day's verdict, calling it the 
"elimination of political rivals 
by all possible legal or illegal 
means," Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov said. In Sep- 
tember, Putin said the pros- 
ecution of Trump was politi- 
cal revenge that "shows the 
rottenness of the American 
political system." 
After the verdict, Hungary's 
prime minister, Viktor Orban, 
called Trump a "man of hon- 
or" and urged him to "keep 
on fighting." 
China's state-owned Global 
Times newspaper suggested 
Trump's conviction adds to 
the "farcical nature" of this 
year's U.S. presidential elec- 
tion, adding that it will ag- 
gravate political extremism 
and end in "more chaos and 
social unrest." 
Putin is especially likely to 
see the latest turmoil as an 
opportunity, analysts say. He 
has long sought to widen di- 
visions in Western societies 
in an attempt to advance 
a Russian worldview. Since 
the invasion of Ukraine, and 


ahead of crucial elections 
throughout the West this 
year, Russia has been ac- 
cused of carrying out mul- 
tiple attacks of sabotage 
and of targeting dissidents 
abroad to stoke anxieties 
and sow discord. 
Moscow was accused of 
meddling in the 2016 U.S. 
election that Trump won 
by creating a troll factory, 
hacking 
Hillary 
Clinton's 
campaign, spreading fake 
news and trying to influence 
Trump-linked officials. 
"What mischief does he have 
to make when you have 
people within the Ameri- 
can system itself denigrating 
it and pulling it down?" Hill 
said of Putin. 
Political chaos can benefit 
autocratic leaders by dis- 
tracting Washington from 
key issues, including the 
war in Ukraine. Russia's goal 
is to move voices from the 
"fringes of the political de- 
bate to the mainstream," 
said David Salvo, Manag- 
ing Director of the Alliance 
for Securing Democracy at 
the German Marshall Fund 
in Washington, D.C. 
The Kremlin does that partly 
by pushing Russian points of 
view under the guise of news 
and social media posts that 
look like they originate in the 
West. Salvo noted that dis- 
agreements in Congress that 
delayed an aid package to 
Ukraine followed a Russian 
social media campaign 
aimed at Americans. That 
led to Russia gaining the up- 
per hand on the battlefield. 
The attacks on the U.S. justice 
system from Trump and his 
allies are "perfect fodder" for 
another "major propaganda 
and influence operation," Hill 
told The Associated Press, 
suggesting 
Russia 
could 
target swing voters in battle- 
ground states ahead of the 
November election. 
For generations, U.S. presi- 
dential administrations have 
depicted America as a bas- 
tion of democracy, free 
speech and human rights 
and have encouraged other 
states to adopt those ideals. 
But Trump suggested the jus- 
tice system is being used to 
persecute him — something 
that happens in some auto- 
cratic countries.q 


Former President Donald Trump sits in the courtroom for his trial at the Manhattan criminal court, 
Tuesday, May 21, 2024, in New York. 
Associated Press 
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But improvement has been 
slow and uneven across ge- 
ography and economic sta- 
tus, with millions of students 
— often those from margin- 
alized groups — making up 
little or no ground. 
Nationally, students made up 
one-third of their pandemic 
losses in math during the past 
school year and one-quarter 
of the losses in reading, ac- 
cording to the Education 
Recovery Scorecard, an 
analysis of state and national 
test scores by researchers at 
Harvard and Stanford. 
But in nine states, includ- 
ing Virginia, reading scores 
continued to fall during the 
2022-23 school year after 
previous decreases during 
the pandemic. 
Clouding the recovery is a 
looming financial crisis. States 
have used some money 
from the historic $190 billion 
in federal pandemic relief 
to help students catch up, 
but that money runs out lat- 
er this year. "The recovery is 
not finished, and it won't be 
finished without state ac- 
tion," said Thomas Kane, a 
Harvard economist behind 
the scorecard. "States need 
to start planning for what 
they're going to do when 
the federal money runs out 
in September. And I think few 
states have actually started 
that discussion." 
Virginia lawmakers approved 
an extra $418 million last year 
to accelerate recovery. Mas- 
sachusetts officials set aside 
$3.2 million to provide math 
tutoring for fourth and eighth 
grade students who are be- 
hind grade level, along with 
$8 million for literacy tutoring. 
But among other states with 
lagging progress, few said 
they were changing their 
strategies or spending more 
to speed up improvement. 
Virginia hired online tutor- 


ing companies and gave 
schools a "playbook" show- 
ing how to build effective tu- 
toring programs. Lisa Coons, 
Virginia's superintendent of 
public instruction, said last 
year's state test scores were 
a wake-up call. 
"We weren't recovering as 
fast as we needed," Coons 
said in an interview. 
U.S. Education Secretary 
Miguel Cardona has called 
for states to continue funding 
extra academic help for stu- 
dents as the federal money 
expires. 
"We just can't stop now," he 
said at a May 30 conference 
for education journalists. "The 
states need to recognize 
these interventions work. 
Funding public education 
does make a difference." 
In Virginia, the Alexandria 
district received $2.3 million 
in additional state money to 
expand tutoring. 
At Mount Vernon, where 
classes are taught in English 
and Spanish, students are 
divided into groups and ro- 
tate through stations custom- 
ized to their skill level. Those 
who need the most help get 
online tutoring. In Fletcher's 
classroom, a handful of stu- 
dents wore headsets and 
worked with tutors through 
Ignite Learning, one of the 
companies hired by the 
state. 


With tutors in high demand, 
the online option has been a 
big help, Mount Vernon prin- 
cipal Jennifer Hamilton said. 
"That's something that we just 
could not provide here," she 
said. 
Ana 
Marisela 
Ventura 
Moreno said her 9-year-old 
daughter, Sabrina, benefit- 
ed significantly from extra 
reading help last year dur- 
ing second grade, but she's 
still catching up. 
"She needs to get better. 
She's not at the level she 
should be," the mother said 
in Spanish. She noted the 
school did not offer the tu- 
toring help this year, but she 
did not know why. 
Alexandria education offi- 
cials say students scoring be- 
low proficient or close to that 
cutoff receive high-intensity 
tutoring help and they have 
to prioritize students with the 
greatest needs. Alexandria 
trailed the state average on 
math and reading exams in 
2023, but it's slowly improving. 
More worrying to officials 
are the gaps: Among poorer 
students at Mount Vernon, 
just 24% scored proficient in 
math and 28% hit the mark in 
reading. That's far lower than 
the rates among wealthier 
students, and the divide is 
growing wider. 
Failing to get students back 
on track could have seri- 


ous consequences. The re- 
searchers at Harvard and 
Stanford found communities 
with higher test scores have 
higher incomes and lower 
rates of arrest and incarcera- 
tion. If pandemic setbacks 
become permanent, it could 
follow students for life. 
The Education Recovery 
Scorecard tracks about 30 
states, all of which made 
at least some improvement 
in math from 2022 to 2023. 
The states whose reading 
scores fell in that span, in 
addition to Virginia, were 
Nevada, California, South 
Dakota, Wyoming, Indiana, 
Oklahoma, Connecticut and 
Washington. 
Only a few states have re- 
bounded to pre-pandemic 
testing levels. Alabama was 
the only state where math 
achievement 
increased 
past 2019 levels, while Illinois, 
Mississippi and Louisiana ac- 
complished that in reading. 
In Chicago Public Schools, 
the average reading score 
went up by the equivalent 
of 70% of a grade level from 
2022 to 2023. Math gains 
were less dramatic, with stu- 
dents still behind almost half 
a grade level compared with 
2019. Chicago officials credit 
the improvement to changes 
made possible with nearly $3 
billion in federal relief. 
The district trained hundreds 
of Chicago residents to work 
as tutors. Every school build- 
ing got an interventionist, an 
educator who focuses on 
helping struggling students. 
The district also used federal 
money for home visits and 
expanded arts education 
in an effort to re-engage 
students. 
"Academic recovery in isola- 
tion, just through 'drill and kill,' 
either tutoring or interven- 
tions, is not effective," said 
Bogdana Chkoumbova, the 
district's chief education of- 
ficer. "Students need to feel 


engaged." 
At Wells Preparatory Elemen- 
tary on the city's South Side, 
just 3% of students met state 
reading standards in 2021. 
Last year, 30% hit the mark. 
Federal relief allowed the 
school to hire an interven- 
tionist for the first time, and 
teachers get paid to team 
up on recovery outside work- 
ing hours. 
In the classroom, the school 
put a sharper focus on col- 
laboration. Along with aca- 
demic setbacks, students 
came back from school 
closures with lower matu- 
rity levels, principal Vincent 
Izuegbu said. By building les- 
sons around discussion, of- 
ficials found students took 
more interest in learning. 
"We do not let 10 minutes go 
by without a teacher giving 
students the opportunity to 
engage with the subject," 
Izuegbu said. "That's very, 
very important in terms of 
the growth that we've seen." 
Olorunkemi Atoyebi was an 
A student before the pan- 
demic, but after spend- 
ing fifth grade learning at 
home, she fell behind. Dur- 
ing remote learning, she was 
nervous about stopping class 
to ask questions. Before long, 
math lessons stopped mak- 
ing sense. 
When she returned to school, 
she struggled with multiplica- 
tion and terms such as "divi- 
dend" and "divisor" confused 
her. 
While other students worked 
in groups, her math teacher 
took her aside for individual 
help. Atoyebi learned a 
rhyming song to help mem- 
orize multiplication tables. 
Over time, it began to click. 
"They made me feel more 
confident in everything," said 
Atoyebi, now 14. "My grades 
started going up. My scores 
started going up. Everything 
has felt like I understand it 
better."q 


Wells Preparatory Elementary School teacher Charlotte Owens, 
left, works with her fifth grade students during the literature 
segment of their day, Friday, March 8, 2024, in Chicago. 
Associated Press 
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A fire in California scorches thousands of acres east of San 
Francisco, prompting evacuations 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — A 
wind-driven fire continued to 
scorch thousands of acres 60 
miles (97 kilometers) east of 
San Francisco, prompting 
residents to flee their homes 
and the closure of two ma- 
jor freeways near the central 
California city of Tracy. 
The California Department of 
Forestry and Fire Protection 
said the fire erupted Saturday 
afternoon in the grassy hills 
managed by the Lawrence 
Livermore National Labora- 
tory, one of the country's key 
centers for nuclear weapons 
science and technology. 
Authorities said the research 
center was not under imme- 
diate threat from the blaze, 
dubbed the Corral Fire, 
which had devoured some 
20 square miles (52 square 
kilometers) by Sunday af- 
ternoon and was only 15% 
contained. 
Nevertheless, 
authorities 
ordered some residents to 
leave the area and set up 
evacuation centers. 
The wildfire presented no 
threats to any laboratory fa- 
cilities or operations and the 
fire had moved away from 


the site, Lawrence Livermore 
spokesperson Paul Rhien said 
in a statement to The Associ- 
ated Press early Sunday. 
"We have been working in 
close partnership with Cal 
Fire, Alameda County Fire 
Dept, and other emergency 
services partners throughout 
the evening," Rhien said. 
"As a precaution, we have 
activated our emergency 
operations center to moni- 
tor the situation through the 


weekend." 
It was not immediately 
known how many structures 
had been destroyed by the 
fire. Photos showed a wall 
of flames moving over the 
parched landscape as dark 
smoke billowed into the sky. 
California firefighters aided 
by aircraft battled a wind- 
driven wildfire that continued 
not only burning but spread- 
ing early Sunday in an area 
straddling the San Francisco 


Bay Area and central Cali- 
fornia, authorities said. 
"Strong winds and dry grass 
have made it difficult for 
firefighters to contain," Cal 
Fire said in a Facebook post 
Sunday morning. 
Interstate 580, which con- 
nects the San Francisco Bay 
Area to San Joaquin County 
in central California, was 
closed from the Alameda 
County line to the Stanislaus 
County Line. SR 132 was also 


closed from I-580 to SR 33 due 
to the wildfire, the California 
Department of Transporta- 
tion said in a statement. 
The San Joaquin County Of- 
fice of Emergency Services 
issued an evacuation order 
for areas west of the Cali- 
fornia Aqueduct, south of 
Corral Hollow Creek, west to 
Alameda County and south 
to Stanislaus County. 
A temporary evacuation 
point was established at 
Larch Clover Community 
Center in Tracy. 
Sunday's high temperature 
for Tracy was expected to 
reach 85 degrees Fahrenheit 
(29 degrees Celsius), with no 
rain in the forecast, but hotter 
conditions are on their way. 
The National Weather Service 
said "dangerously hot condi- 
tions" with highs of 103 F to 
108 F (39.4 C to 42.2 C) were 
expected later in the week 
for San Joaquin Valley, an 
area that encompasses the 
city of Tracy. Wind gusts of 
up to 45 mph (72 kph) lashed 
the region Saturday night, 
according to meteorologist 
Idamis Shoemaker of the 
NWS Sacramento.q 


Residents and ranchers evacuate livestock along Vernalis Road west of Tracy, Calif., Saturday, 
June 1, 2024, as the Corral Fire bears down and spots in to the subdivision. 
Associated Press 


Water begins to flow again in downtown 
Atlanta after outage that began Friday 


By JEFF AMY 
Associated Press 
ATLANTA (AP) — Water pres- 
sure was returning to down- 
town Atlanta and nearby 
neighborhoods on Sunday 
after a two-day water outage 
shut down businesses and left 
faucets dry at many homes. 
A large swath of the city re- 
mained under an order to 
boil water before drinking 
it, but Mayor Andre Dickens 
said in a late Saturday news 
conference that one of the 
two major water main breaks 


affecting the city had been 
repaired. "I know it's been a 
tough and frustrating day for 
many of you, but I'm glad to 
have some positive news to 
report tonight," Dickens said. 
The first-term Democratic 
mayor, who faces reelection 
in 2025, was again apologetic, 
even as residents continued 
to savage the city's response. 
Among the critics: Megan 
Thee Stallion, whose Friday 
and Saturday night shows at 
downtown's State Farm Arena 
were canceled. 


"Call the mayor! All day 
they've been telling us we 
can perform," the rapper 
said in a video she posted 
Saturday. 
Arena management said 
they hoped to have a Sunday 
night show to make up for 
the Friday night performance. 
The problems began Friday 
morning where three large 
water mains intersect just west 
of downtown. Department 
of Watershed Management 
Commissioner Al Wiggins Jr. 
said at a Saturday news con- 
ference that at least some 
of the pipes that burst were 
old and corroded. With 
pipes coming together in a 
confined area, it was a tight 
squeeze to make repairs, with 
only one worker at a time 
working in the manhole ac- 
cessing the junction. Repairs 
were completed Saturday 
evening, officials said. 
Another water main later burst 


in the city's Midtown neigh- 
borhood, which is studded 
with new office, hotel and 
apartment towers. Wiggins 
said Saturday that officials 
weren't sure yet why that pipe 
had broken. That leak contin- 
ued to gush through the city 
streets Sunday. City officials 
said Saturday that they were 
working on ways to isolate the 
leak from the larger water 
system and were awaiting 
a part needed to repair to 
the pipe. Dickens declared 
a state of emergency so the 
city could buy materials and 
hire workers without following 
the normal purchasing laws. 
Faltering infrastructure is a 
common story in older parts of 
American cities. Atlanta has 
spent billions in recent years to 
upgrade its aging sewer and 
water infrastructure, including 
a tunnel drilled through 5 miles 
of rock to provide the city 
more than 30 days of stored 


water. Last month, voters ap- 
proved continuing a 1-cent 
sales tax to pay for federally 
mandated sewer upgrades. 
The city at one time routinely 
dumped untreated sewage 
into creeks and the Chatta- 
hoochee River. 
City workers spent much of 
Saturday handing out wa- 
ter and setting up portable 
toilets at several fire stations 
while checking on senior 
citizens who live in high-rise 
residences. 
Officials were widely criticized 
for being slow to update citi- 
zens on the situation. The city 
and its water management 
department sent out an up- 
date after 8 p.m. Friday and 
waited more than 12 hours 
to update residents again. 
Dickens didn't address the 
media until 2 p.m. Saturday, 
explaining he was in Memphis, 
Tennessee, when the problem 
began.q 


Workers respond to a broken water transmission line Saturday, 
June 1, 2024, in Atlanta. 
Associated Press 
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Chinese defense minister accuses U.S. of causing friction with its 
support for Taiwan and Philippines 


By DAVID RISING 
Associated Press 
SINGAPORE (AP) — China's 
defense minister on Sunday 
acknowledged the impor- 
tance of newly renewed 
military-to-military commu- 
nications with the United 
States as tensions escalate 
in the Asia-Pacific, while at 
the same time accusing 
Washington of causing the 
friction with its support for 
Taiwan and the Philippines. 
"We will not allow anyone to 
bring geopolitical conflicts or 
any war, whether hot or cold, 
into our region," Chinese 
Defense Minister Dong Jun 
told the Shangri-La defense 
forum in Singapore through 
a translator. 
"We will not allow any coun- 
try or any force to create 
conflict and chaos in our 
region," he added. 
China has been increasingly 
assertive in pressing its claim 
to virtually the entire South 
China Sea, a key global ship- 
ping route, which has led to 
a growing number of con- 
flicts, most notably with the 
Philippines, whose ships have 
been rammed by Chinese 
vessels and hit with water 
cannons. 
Dong insisted that China's 
"strategic culture is anchored 
in universal love and non-ag- 
gression," before threatening 
the Philippines, which has 
grown rapidly pro-American 
since the election of Ferdi- 


nand Marcos Jr. in 2022. 
Since territorial hostilities with 
China surged last year in the 
South China Sea, Marcos Jr.'s 
administration has taken 
steps to forge new security 
alliances with a number of 
Asian and Western countries 
and allowed a larger U.S. mili- 
tary presence in more Phil- 
ippine bases under a 2014 
defense pact. 
Dong accused the Philip- 
pines of deliberately provok- 
ing China, "emboldened by 
outside powers." 
"China has recognized great 
restraint in the face of such 


infringements and provoca- 
tions," he said. "But there is a 
limit to our restraint." 
U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd 
Austin on Saturday said that 
American support for the 
Philippines was "ironclad" 
and praised Marcos' Friday 
speech at the forum as a 
powerful statement "about 
how the Philippines is stand- 
ing up for its sovereign rights 
under international law." 
Austin also stressed the signifi- 
cance of renewing military- 
to-military communications 
between China and the U.S. 
to avoid "misperceptions" 


and prevent "miscalcula- 
tions." 
"There are a number of things 
that can happen at sea or in 
the air, we recognize that," 
he said. "But our goal is to 
make sure that we don't 
allow things to spiral out of 
control unnecessarily." 
Dong is a former naval com- 
mander who was appoint- 
ed in late December after 
his predecessor, Li Shangfu, 
was abruptly removed from 
office. 
Dong met with Austin on Fri- 
day on the sidelines of the 
Singapore 
forum, 
which 


were the first in-person talks 
between top Chinese and 
American defense officials 
since contacts between the 
two countries' militaries broke 
down in 2022 after then-U.S. 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
visited Taiwan, infuriating Bei- 
jing. 
China regards Taiwan as 
a renegade province that 
must come under its control, 
by force if necessary. 
The U.S., like most coun- 
tries, does not have formal 
diplomatic ties with Taiwan 
but is bound by its own laws 
to provide the island with 
the means to defend it- 
self. Washington is Taiwan's 
biggest provider of military 
hardware and congressional 
delegations regularly visit Tai- 
wan's leaders. 
Dong said China remains 
"open to exchanges and 
cooperation with the U.S. 
military," but added "this re- 
quires efforts from both sides." 
He accused the U.S. of em- 
boldening Taiwan's new 
government, which refuses 
to accept Beijing's insistence 
that the island is part of Chi- 
na, of "pursuing separation in 
an incremental way." 
"We will take resolute actions 
to curb Taiwan indepen- 
dence and make sure such 
a plot never succeeds," he 
said. "Anyone who dares to 
separate Taiwan from Chi- 
na will only end up in self- 
destruction."q 


China's Defense Minister Dong Jun speaks during the 21st Shangri-La Dialogue summit at the 
Shangri-La Hotel in Singapore, Sunday, June 2, 2024. 
Associated Press 


Condemnations mount over Israeli proposal 
to label U.N. aid agency a terrorist group 


By TIA GOLDENBERG 
Associated Press 
TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) — Qatar 
and Saudi Arabia on Sunday 
condemned an Israeli par- 
liamentary bill that seeks to 
label UNRWA, the main pro- 
vider of aid for Palestinians 
in Gaza, a terrorist group, 
joining a growing number 
of nations opposed to the 
proposal. The bill, which 
passed a preliminary vote 
in parliament last week, is 
the product of increasingly 
tense relations between 
Israel and the United Na- 
tions agency for Palestinian 
refugees. Israel has accused 
the agency of militant links, 


claiming that hundreds of 
its employees are members 
of militant groups, including 
some who allegedly partici- 
pated in the Oct. 7 attacks 
on southern Israel. 
Those allegations led to a 
freeze in funding by many 
donors to the agency at a 
time when Gaza has been 
buckling under a humani- 
tarian crisis triggered by the 
war. UNRWA says it took swift 
action against those ac- 
cused and an independent 
review of the agency's neu- 
trality found that Israel did 
not previously raise concerns 
about the workers and did 
not provide evidence back- 


ing its claims. The bill moving 
through parliament seeks to 
brand the agency a "terror 
group," saying that the em- 
ployees' alleged involvement 
in the Hamas assault shows 
that "it is a terror organization 
that is no different from the 
Hamas terror organization." 
The bill also seeks to cut dip- 
lomatic ties between Israel 
and the agency. 
The bill passed the initial vote 
42-6 and must go through 
committees and three other 
votes before becoming law. 
Juliette Touma, UNRWA's di- 
rector of communications, 
said the bill was part of Is- 
rael's ongoing "systematic 


campaign" to dismantle the 
U.N. agency that is putting 
the lives of its staff at risk. 
She said it was too early to 
predict how the bill might af- 
fect the agency. UNRWA has 


operations in east Jerusalem, 
the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank and Gaza and it must 
go through Israeli crossings 
in order to deliver aid and 
supplies into Gaza.q 


Commissioner-General of the U.N. agency for Palestinian 
Refugees, Philippe Lazzarini speaks during a press conference 
in Beirut, Lebanon, May 27, 2024. 
Associated Press 
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Iran's hard-line former President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad registers 
for June 28 presidential election 


By JON GAMBRELL 
Associated Press 
DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 
(AP) — Iran's hard-line former 
President Mahmoud Ahma- 
dinejad registered Sunday as 
a possible candidate for the 
presidential election, seek- 
ing to regain the country's 
top political position after a 
helicopter crash killed the 
nation's president. 
The populist former leader's 
registration puts pressure 
on Supreme Leader Aya- 
tollah Ali Khamenei. In of- 
fice, Ahmadinejad openly 
challenged the 85-year-old 
cleric, and his attempt to 
run in 2021 was barred by 
authorities. The firebrand, 
Holocaust-questioning poli- 
tician's return comes at a 
time of heightened tensions 
between Iran and the West 
over Tehran's rapidly ad- 
vancing nuclear program, its 
arming of Russia in its war on 
Ukraine and its wide-reach- 
ing crackdowns on dissent. 
Meanwhile, Iran's support of 
militia proxy forces through- 
out the wider Mideast have 
been in increased focus as 
Yemen's Houthi rebels attack 
ships in the Red Sea over the 
Israel-Hamas war in the Gaza 
Strip. 
Ahmadinejad is the most 
prominent candidate to 
register so far. Speaking after 
his registration, he vowed to 
seek "constructive engage- 
ment" with the world and im- 


proved economic relations 
with all nations. 
"The economic, political, cul- 
tural and security problems 
are beyond the situation in 
2013," Ahmadinejad said, re- 
ferring to the year he left the 
presidency after two terms. 
After speaking to journalists 
in front of a bank of 50-odd 
microphones, 
Ahmadine- 
jad said, his finger in the air: 
"Long live the spring, long 
live Iran!" 
Before his arrival at Iran's In- 
terior Ministry, his supporters 
chanted and waved Iranian 


flags. They quickly surround- 
ed Ahmadinejad, 67, shout- 
ing: "God is the greatest!" 
He descended the stairs 
at the ministry, showing his 
passport as is custom to doz- 
ens of photographers and 
video journalists on hand 
for the registration process. 
As a woman processed his 
candidacy, he sat, turned to 
the journalists, nodding and 
smiling for the cameras. He 
was expected to give re- 
marks after concluding his 
registration. 
An election is planned June 


28 to replace Khamenei's 
hard-line protégé President 
Ebrahim Raisi, who died in 
a helicopter crash in May 
along with seven other 
people. Former parliament 
speaker Ali Larijani, a conser- 
vative with strong ties to Iran's 
former relatively moderate 
President Hassan Rouhani, 
has already registered, as 
has former Iranian Central 
Bank chief Abdolnasser Hem- 
mati, who also ran in 2021. 
Who else will seek to run 
remains in question. The 
country's acting president, 


Mohammad Mokhber, pre- 
viously a behind-the-scenes 
bureaucrat, could be the 
front runner because he has 
already been seen meet- 
ing with Khamenei. Also dis- 
cussed as a possible aspirant 
is former reformist President 
Mohammad Khatami, but, 
as with Ahmadinejad, wheth- 
er he would be allowed to 
run is another question. 
The five-day registration pe- 
riod will close on Tuesday, 
and the Guardian Council 
is expected to issue its final list 
of candidates within 10 days. 
That will allow for a shortened 
two-week campaign before 
the vote in late June. 
Ahmadinejad 
previously 
served two four-year terms 
from 2005 to 2013. Under 
Iranian law, he became eli- 
gible to run again after four 
years out of office, but he 
remains a polarizing figure 
even among fellow hard- 
liners. His disputed re-elec- 
tion in 2009 sparked massive 
"Green Movement" protests 
and a sweeping crackdown 
in which thousands of people 
were detained and dozens 
were killed. 
Abroad, he became a cari- 
cature of Western percep- 
tions of the Islamic Republic's 
worst attribute, questioning 
the Holocaust, insisting Iran 
had no gay or lesbian citizens 
and hinting Iran could build 
a nuclear weapon if it chose 
to do so.q 


Iran's hard-line former President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad shows his identification document to 
the media as he arrives at the Interior Ministry to register his name as a candidate for the June 28 
presidential election, in Tehran, Iran, Sunday, June 2, 2024. 
Associated Press 


North Korea says it will stop sending trash 
balloons as South Korea vows strong retaliation 


By HYUNG-JIN KIM 
Associated Press 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 
North Korea said it will stop 
sending trash-carrying bal- 
loons into South Korea, claim- 
ing Sunday that its campaign 


left the South Koreans with 
"enough experience of how 
much unpleasant they feel." 
The North's announcement 
came hours after South Ko- 
rea said it would soon punish 
North Korea with "unbear- 


able" retaliatory steps over its 
balloon activities and other 
recent provocations. 
Observers say South Korea 
will likely restart front-line 
loudspeaker broadcasts into 
North Korea that include criti- 
cism of its abysmal human 
rights situation, world news 
and K-pop songs. North Ko- 
rea is extremely sensitive to 
such broadcasts because 
most of its 26 million people 
have no official access to for- 
eign TV and radio programs. 
It wasn't immediately un- 
clear if South Korea would 
move ahead with its puni- 
tive measures following North 
Korea's suspension of balloon 


launches. 
On Sunday night, Kim Kang Il, 
a North Korean vice defense 
minister, said that the North 
will temporarily suspend its 
balloon activities. He said 
they were a countermeasure 
against previous South Ko- 
rean leafleting campaigns. 
"We made the ROK (Republic 
of Korea) clans get enough 
experience of how much 
unpleasant they feel and 
how much effort is needed 
to remove the scattered 
wastepaper," Kim said in a 
statement carried by state 
media. 
He said that if South Korean 
activists float anti-Pyongyang 


propaganda leaflets via bal- 
loons again, North Korea will 
resume flying its own balloons 
to dump rubbish hundreds 
times the amount of the 
South Korean leaflets found 
in the North. 
Earlier Sunday, South Korea's 
military said that more than 
700 balloons flown from North 
Korea were discovered in 
various parts of the country, 
in addition to about 260 bal- 
loons found a few days ear- 
lier. Tied to the balloons were 
manure, cigarette butts, 
scraps of cloth, waste paper 
and vinyl, but no dangerous 
substances, according to the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff.q 


South Korean soldier wearing protective gears checks the trash 
from a balloon presumably sent by North Korea, in Incheon, 
South Korea, Sunday, June 2, 2024. 
Associated Press 
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In celebrating 200 years of Oranjestad... 
Learn about the history of the famous town hall! 


(Oranjestad)—If you’ve ever 
taken a stroll through main 
street Oranjestad, you may 
have stumbled upon a big 
green house with beautiful 
colonial design. This leg- 
endary house, now used 
as a town hall for civil mar- 
riages, was once owned by 
a wealthy doctor and formed 
part of the elite neighbor- 
hood in Oranjestad. 


Jacobo Eloy Arends was an 
Aruban physician, and in 
lived in Oranjestad during 
the 1920s. In 1922, he mar- 
ried Maria Monica Lacle, the 
daughter of well-known busi- 
ness man at the time, Adri- 


aan Lacle. The two lived a 
posh life in the city center, 
and their mansion—once the 
center for neighborhood par- 
ties—now serves as a public 
town hall for civil marriages 
and is a cultural monument 
on the island. 


The house was designed 
by architect Chibi Wever, 
and constructed under the 
leadership of famous master 
carpenter, Dada Picus, who 
was famous at the time for 
his construction of beautiful 
buildings. 


The construction of the house 
started once Jacobo and 


Maria got engaged. It is 
said that during the time of 
construction, Maria was not 
allowed to see the building 
nor be anywhere near the 
construction site. It wasn’t 
until after her honeymoon 
that she saw the completed 
mansion for the first time, fur- 
nished entirely by her sisters- 
in-law. 


The mansion also contained 
the doctor’s office, as well as 
a pharmacy. After the death 


of Jacobo, the house was 
inherited by his son, an Aru- 
ban dentist, who converted 
Jacobo’s office into his own 
dental practice. Over the 
years, the house was rented 
and used by third parties, but 
eventually fell into disrepair, 
as the maintenance cost be- 
came too high to cover. 


The land was sold to Land 
Aruba in 1986, but it did not 
see a renovation until 1997. 
Nowadays, it serves to host 


weddings, and is attached to 
a modern building situated 
behind—the Aruban census 
office. 


Jacobo and Maria’s mansion 
was situated in front of anoth- 
er famous mansion, owned 
by Jacobo’s brother Fred- 
erico Maximiliaan (Machi) 
Arends. Frederico was mar- 
ried to Veneranda (whom 
the mansion was named 
after). Their house was also 
constructed by Dada Picus, 
utilizing Veneranda’s design 
vision that was inspired by a 
house she saw in Cartagena, 
Colombia. 


Nowadays, this mansion lies 
in ruins. However, the Aru- 
ban government recently 
announced its official res- 
toration, with plans to con- 
vert this monument into a 
governmental office and 
public space for visitors of 
Oranjestad. q 


Source and pictures credited 
to: “De Kolibrie op de Rots 
(en meer over the geschie- 
denis van Aruba)” by Evert 
Bongers. 
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Sun catchers: The different lizards in Aruba 


ORANJESTAD – Colorful or camouflaged, you’re 
bound to encounter a variety of lizards bask- 
ing in the sun or scurrying on their way in our is- 
land. From the charming, friendly iguanas to the 
good-luck gecko Pega-Pega, you’re bound to 
meet a few of these special residents during 
your visit. 


Aruba, as a desert island, is home to an incred- 
ible variety of unique and colorful species. 
Among them we can find different lizards, most 
of which have South American origins. But there 
are a few exceptions. 


Iguanas 


Iguanas are easy to spot, as they are larger 
than most other lizards and when young, have 
a bright green color that makes them stand out. 


The iguanas usually found in Aruba are the 
Iguana iguana, known as the green iguana, or 
locally as Yuwana. The Yuwana are a mostly 
herbivorous species, and can grow up to 2 me- 
ters in size, including the tail, making them one 
of the largest in the iguana family. As you will 
see, despite their name, as they reach adult- 
hood, the iguanas can take on a grey or blue 
tone instead of the bright green displayed by 
the young ones. In Aruba – as in the rest of the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands – the most usual 
color varies from green to lavender, black and 
sometimes a reddish brown. 


Yuwana is a protected species, as it is listed 
under Appendix II of the Convention on Inter- 
national Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), 
meaning that international trade is regulated 
through the CITES permit system. In the past, 
Arubans used to eat a popular Yuwana soup, 
as it was believed to give strength and help re- 
store health – probably due to the protein boost 
it delivered. However, it is now illegal to catch, 
kill, buy or sell Yuwanas in Aruba, and this in- 
cludes eating them! 


Turnip-tailed gecko 
The turnip-tailed gecko is known locally as the 


Pega-Pega, meaning sticky-sticky, due to the 
way it sticks to walls using the suction in its little 
fingers. They are found inside houses, and are 
mostly a nocturnal animal. 


According to Etnia Nativa, the local Pega Pega 
is immediately recognizable by its large size, 
with a body length of up to 12 cm, and its large, 
swollen tail, approximately the same length or 
slightly shorter than its body; females are larger 
and more robust than males. It has short, robust 
legs with flattened toes and extensive basal 
webbing. 
The undersides of its toes are covered in lamel- 
lae, which are used as friction pads to cling 
to smooth vertical surfaces. Some can even 
walk around completely upside down. Its toes 
are covered with ridges, which are peppered 
with millions of microscopic bristle-like structures 
called setae that attach and detach when 
the animal wills them to, and they never get 
gunked up. 


They are variable in coloration, from a mottled 
dark gray to orange-brown, and are capable 
of changing color depending on their mood 
and surroundings. Mottled and banded mark- 
ings aid in camouflage against tree bark. They 
are harmless and fragile; you can hold one in 
your hands as long as you are VERY gentle. 
Never put pressure on its tail because it will surely 
drop as a measure to try to distract the preda- 
tor, and they are different from other lizards be- 
cause they’re long-lived, talkative, lack eyelids, 
and their small scales are situated next to each 
other like cobblestones rather than overlapping 
as is the case in most other lizards. 
Turnip-tailed Geckos are insectivorous and feed 
on cockroaches, grasshoppers, beetles, flies, 
mosquitoes, and spiders, which makes them the 
best pest control to have at home! They spend 
their days concealed in dark tree grooves and 
cavities, in narrow crevices in the walls, or be- 
hind paintings, which provide the perfect shel- 
ter for them. Pega pega is a gecko endemic to 
our island, but in time, some 4–5 intrusive gecko 
species have been observed, some of which 
do not cease to amaze us with the racket they 
make, especially during the hours of the night. 


The Pega-pega Phyllodactylus Julieni is also a 
protected species in Aruba, by law. It is illegal 
to kill them! 


Blue Kododo 
These are one of the most striking lizards in 
Aruba, recognizable by the male’s bright blue 
color. The Aruban whiptail lizard, Cnemidopho- 
rus arubensis, is a species endemic to Aruba, 
meaning you can only find it here on our One 
Happy Island! They are also recognized as the 


most common and populous lizard on the is- 
land. While the male is blue with white dots, the 
female is brown with blue dots. 


These charming lizards eat mostly plants, such 
as flowers, nectar, leaves and fruits, and oc- 
casionally enjoy some insects. They are selec- 
tive in which plants they eat, because of the 
toxins present in many available plants species. 
The Kododo help take care of Aruba’s vegeta- 
tion by playing a significant role in the disper- 
sal of seeds for certain plants: when they eat 
fruit, they excrete the seeds in diverse locations, 
contributing to the reproduction cycle of our lo- 
cal plants. 


Striped anole 


The striped anole (Anolis lineatus) that lives in 
Aruba is known locally as Waltaka or Toteki. This 
is a species of lizard in the family Dactyloidae, 
and they are native to Aruba and Curaçao. It 
is usually found in dry areas, commonly where 
there are not large trees; rather they enjoy 
rocks, walls or tree trunks, as they prefer to stay 
close to the ground. 


These lizards are about 7cm in length, have 
a brown color with a stripe on each side and 
typically, several stripes on the body and tail 
that are lighter in color. It has a dewlap which 
is orange-yellow – and what’s unique about 
this species is that it is the only known species 
of anole where the dewlap is asymetrically col- 
ored, with one side being a deeper orange and 
the other side a lighter yellow. Mostly this is seen 
in the males, as it is almost imperceptible in the 
females. If the Toteki shows you his dewlap, re- 
treat! This is not a friendly greeting! 


Lizards are wonderful creatures that are pre- 
cious to our fragile, local ecosystem. Please 
be mindful of these residents as you enjoy your 
stay.q 


Images: Some images are from Aruba Birdlife Con- 
servation. 
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Aruba Tourism Authority honored loyal visitors at Aruba Beach Club! 


The Aruba Tourism Authority recently had 
the great pleasure of recognizing Goodwill 
Ambassadors of Aruba. The honorees were 
respectively honored with a certificate for 
their years of visits, loyalty, and love for the 
island of Aruba. 


The honorary certification is presented on 
behalf of the Minister of Tourism as a token 
of appreciation and to say “Masha Danki” 
to guests who have visited Aruba 10, 20, 
or 35 years or more consecutively. 


The three levels of honor are as follows: 
Distinguished Visitor (10>years consecu- 
tively visiting Aruba) 
Goodwill Ambassador (20>years consecu- 
tively visiting Aruba) 
Emerald Ambassador (35>years consecu- 
tively visiting Aruba) 


The honorees were: 
Goodwill Ambassadors 
Mr. James & Mrs. Judy Tomlin from Dadeville 


Alabama, United States. 


Mr. Jorgino Willems representing the Aruba 
Tourism Authority, and staff members of 
Aruba beach club bestowed the certificate 
upon the honorees, presented them with 
gifts, and thanked them for choosing Aruba 
as their favorite vacation destination, as 
their home away from home. 


The top reasons for returning to Aruba pro- 
vided by the honorees were: 
•	 
Aruba’s people are so nice and friendly. 
•	 
Aruba’s ocean and views. 
•	 
Aruba’s weather and constant breeze. 
•	 
“The staff at Aruba Beach Club” 
•	 
“Friends who we socialize with here 
year after year” 


On behalf of the Aruba Tourism Authority, 
we would like to express our sincere grati- 
tude and appreciation to the honorees for 
their continued visits to the “One Happy 
Island”.q 


Adriaan Laclé 
One of Aruba’s richest men in the twentieth century 


(Oranjestad)—The 
name 
Adriaan Laclé may ring a 
bell to locals as one of the 
bigger roads on the island, 
but about a century ago, 
Adriaan Laclé was a rich 
businessman, 
well-known 
for his generosity, wealth, 
and taste. 


Adriaan was born in 1866 
and was the eldest of 
six children. Not much is 
known about his childhood 
upbringing or any of his 
earlier business ordeals, but 
during his hay day he often 


helped people get loans, 
was 
a 
well-established 
trader, and owned sev- 
eral plots of land. In fact, 
he commissioned the con- 
struction of the famous La 
Quinta Carmen manor— 
now a restaurant. Though 
he himself never lived in 
the beautiful manor, his 
own house also reflected 
his success and good taste. 
Today his house still stands 
in good condition and can 
be found in the back streets 
of main street Oranjestad. 
Regarding his personal life, 


it has been said that he 
was married twice during 
his lifetime. He had his first 
daughter during his first 
marriage but lost his wife 
soon after her birth. During 
his second marriage, he 
fathered 16 children. How- 
ever, it has been said that 
only 11 of those 17 made 
it past 18 years of age. 
Perhaps two of his most 
well-known daughters are 
Maria Monica Laclé and 
Maria Veneranda Laclé, 
who went on to marry suc- 
cessful brothers Eloy Arends 


and Maximilian Arends, respectively. Their houses are still 
standing; Eloy and Maria Monica’s mansion functions as 
a townhall, used to host civil marriages, while Maximilian 
and Maria Veneranda’s house stands on the opposite 
side of the road to them—though currently under reno- 
vation after years left in ruin.q 


Source: De Kolibrie op de Rots (en meer over de geschiedenis 
van Aruba) by Evert Bongers. 
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Birds of Aruba 


ORANJESTAD — On May 11th, 2010, the Aruba 
Birdlife Conservation was founded with the aim 
of protecting the biodiversity in general and 
birds in and around Aruba in particular. 


Among other things, the foundation will focus 
on increasing the survival chances of species 
of wild birds by promoting their preservation 
and conservation. The foundation publishes the 
most beautiful pictures of local birds on their so- 
cial media that show us the beauty of Aruba’s 
birds and nature in general. Aruba Today gives 
you a little peek with the following pictures and 
descriptions from the foundations Facebook 
page. 


The Great Egret 
Serenity in Aruba’s National Park, a Great Egret 
flying in peace. When it is peaceful and quite, 
beautiful things start happening in nature. 


Canadian in the house 
The breeding season is over and it’s getting 
pretty cold in North America. Shore birds have 
started moving southwards as early as July. This 
wetland beauty wants to keep its toes warm. 
Our Canadian friends know exactly where they 
can do so best. A Greater Yellowlegs rediscov- 


ering Aruba’s Bubali Wetlands. 


Cabochon 
In its living form of so much more value than 
any gemstone. Aruba’s smallest and most mas- 
ter of flight. A top pollinator. A hovering Blenchi 
inspecting the human who just entered his ter- 
ritory. 
English: Blue-tailed Emerald (male) Dutch: Blau- 
wstaartsmaragdkolibrie (mannetje). 
Aruba’s to enjoy. Aruba’s to protect.q 


Aruba’s neighborhoods; the meaning behind their names 


Just like any other coun- 
try, Aruba has unique and 
beautifully named neigh- 
borhoods that all form a 
part of its culture and de- 
velopment. Many of these 
names have a historical 
background and meaning 
that teaches us about the 
island and its rich culture 
every day. 


With this series, we want 
to take you on a journey 
of discovery, where you’ll 
learn not only the beautiful 
names but the history be- 


hind it that gives it life and 
meaning. 


Ayo 
Ajo, or Ayo, is a word with 
Arawak-Indian 
origin. 
A 
(or Ha) is an Indo-Antil- 
lean 
generalizing 
word. 
If you were to change a 
part of the word “Ayo”, 
namely ‘Yo’, to ‘Yu’ and 
make ‘Ayu’, it would mean 
“white.” 


However, as we now know, 
the name of the neighbor- 
hood is ‘Ayo’. The word ‘Yo’ 


stands for Yocahu, which is 
another word for ‘creator’ 
in Arawak/Taino and in the 
Papiamento spoken today, 
‘Ayo’ means ‘bye’. 


At Ayo, you can find some 
of the most well known rock 
formations. These forma- 
tions became a well loved 
and visited attraction at 
Aruba that is held in high 
regards by both tourists 
and locals alike. 


If you’d like to know more 
about the rock formations 
at Ayo, stay tuned for our 
article where we tell you all 
about its location and his- 
tory. 


This neighborhood’s abbre- 
viation is; A. 


Alto Vista 
This word combination can 
be roughly translated to a 
‘high point of view’ and the 
neighborhood 
received 
this name from the Hill. 


In the surrounding areas, 
DomingoAntonia 
Silvestre 
built his by his own means 
the very first chapel or 
church of Aruba. The walls 
of this church were made 
with rocks but the roof was 
made of dry corn stalks. The 
church was inaugurated 


by father Pablo Algemesi 


If you’d like to know more 
about 
the 
Alto 
Vista 
Church’s beautiful history, 
stay tuned for our article 


where we tell you all you 
need to know about it for 
when you visit it. 


This neighborhood’s abbre- 
viation is; AV. q 
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In celebration of 200 years of the Aruban gold rush: 
Get to know the history of the gold industry on Aruba 


(Oranjestad)—This year we 
celebrate a few milestone 
anniversaries on Aruba, one 
of them being the 200th an- 
niversary of when gold was 
first discovered on the island. 
We have talked about the 
Bushiribana Gold Mill Ruin 
before and its brief history 
during the gold industry on 
Aruba, but get to know a little 
more about the history of the 
“Aruban Gold Rush.” 


The first hint of gold on Aruba 
actually dates back to 1725, 
when rumors about gold be- 
ing found in dug up treasure 
chests of the Spanish colonial 
era prompted the first official 
exploration for gold on the 
island, commissioned by the 
Dutch West India Company. 
Under the leadership of Mr. 
Paulus Printz, a three-year 
search was conducted on 
Aruba, to no avail. Though 
they found some specks of 
gold, it was not enough to 
motivate a further search, 
and the assignment was dis- 
continued by Printz himself. 
It wasn’t until 100 years later, 
in 1824, when a young farmer 
boy named Willem Rasmijn 
found a lump of gold while 
out herding his father’s sheep 
in the area of Rooi Fluit on 
the north coast. His father 
took it to a local merchant 
who then sold the lump for 
$70. Unbeknownst to the boy 
and his father, they quite 
literally struck gold, and as 
word got out, a gold fever 
spread among the locals 
who started searching for 
more gold. 
When the colonial gover- 
nor in Curacao, Governor 
Cantz’laar, heard about the 
news, he sent his adjutant, 
Capitan van Raders, to start 
harvesting gold. This was in 
July 1824. In august of that 
same year, the governor fol- 
lowed suit to the island, ac- 
companied by high-ranking 


military officials. When citi- 
zens started swarming the 
area in search for gold, The 
Netherlands sent more troops 
to safe guard the gold. 
Prominent places where gold 
was found was in Daimari, 
Wacobana, Arikok, Rooi 
Fluit, Hadicouradi and later 
West punt, where gold ore 
was found. Because of a 
lack in advanced technol- 
ogy and materials to harvest 
the gold, the process took 
a more primitive approach: 
Clay rocks containing traces 
of gold were left to dry in the 
sun. Then, workers would start 
chipping the clay away on 
a large canvas to catch the 


gold particles that were left 
behind after the wind blew 
away the dust from the clay. 
In the harvest period of 
1824-1825, there was a to- 
tal of 71,000 kilos collected 
through commissioned har- 
vesting. Locals themselves 
reportedly found about 25 
pounds worth of gold in the 
nearby rivers. The following 
years after that first big har- 
vest, commission work fell 
off, and in 1828, the direc- 
tor of the goldmines, Johan 
Gravenhorst, decided to halt 
harvesting. 
Almost 40 years later, the 
London-based Aruba Island 
Gold Mining Company Ltd. 


was granted concession. The 
firm built their gold mines on 
Bushiribana, and in the port 
of Oranjestad a long road 
that connected the gold mill 
to the port. The ores them- 
selves came from Sero Plat 
en Sero Cristal. 
By this point, workers were 
still using primitive methods 
to harvest the ores. For ex- 
ample, when someone had 
to go into the mines, there 
were no stairs or lifts; the 
person had to be brought 
down in a big bucket, with 
two or more workers holding 
the bucket by a thick rope 
above ground. 
Aruba Island Gold Mining 
Company Ltd. reportedly op- 
erated until 1899, and right 
after the Aruba Gold Con- 
cession Ltd. was established, 
coincidentally also based in 
London. This time, the gold 
mill in Balashi was built, and 
more mines were dug up 
all around the island. The 
gold ores that were found 
were transported via track 
engine, locally called the 
“trekinchi”. Despite being 
more equipped for the job, 
the Aruba Gold Concession 
Ltd. could not produce any 
real profit, and so the con- 
cession was terminated just 
eight years later, in 1908. 
A local firm, the “Aruba 
Goud Maatschappij” (Aruba 
Gold Company) took over 
the concession, along with 
all the materials and equip- 
ment. In the beginning, the 
company saw good profit, 
and for a while, the island’s 
economy depended primar- 
ily on the mining and har- 
vesting of gold. But just like 
its predecessors, the streak 
of luck for the Aruba Gold 
Company came to an end 
when WWI broke out. 


The main reason why pro- 
duction stopped this time 
was reportedly because of a 
lack in dynamite for extract- 
ing the ores from the mines, 
as well as a lack in raw ma- 
terials like German cyanide 
for the refining process. By 
the time the war ended, the 
equipment that was left at 
Balashi were too old to use 
again. After the war, gold 
production on the Aruba 
was left to a standstill. 
According to an issue in 
Aruba Esso News paper in 
1953, Henny Eman wanted 
to start up digging again, 
this time using independent 
miners. He argued that there 
was proof of more gold to 
be discovered. Plus, hiring 
independent miners would 
boost the island’s employ- 
ment rate. 
When it was proven that gold 
was in fact still present, the 
executive board on the is- 
land promised to fund the 
project only if the gold dug 
up proved to be valuable. 
However, nothing else was 
reported after this, so it could 
be concluded that there was 
no real profitable market on 
the island anymore. 
The ruins of the Bushiribana 
and Balashi Gold Mills are still 
standing, and open for the 
public to visit. These struc- 
tures offer a glance into 
the past, to a time where 
Aruba experienced one of 
its first wave of industrializa- 
tion. Today, these structures 
are persevered as historical 
monuments.q 


Source: 
1. “De Kolibrie op de Rots (en 
meer over the geschiedenis 
van Aruba)” by Evert Bongers. 
2. Aruba Esso News, 1953 is- 
sue. 
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Supermarket hours 


Supermarket 
hours 
may 
vary depending on where 
you are staying on the is- 
land. Generally though, 
most 
supermarkets 
are 
open from 8am to 9 or 
10pm, Monday through 
Saturday. On Sundays, su- 
permarkets generally close 
earlier; mostly around 2pm. 


Safety 


Since February 2024, Aru- 
ba has been categorized 
as the safest country in the 
Caribbean by The Tele- 
graph, and many tourist 
that visit have often told 
us how they feel safe to 
explore the island or walk 
around at night. However, 
rare incidents do occurs, 
so keep yourself and your 
belongings safe. 


Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba 


(Oranjestad)—When trav- 
eling to another country, 
especially for the first time, 
it is always better to be 
over-prepared than under- 
prepared. That is why we 
have a list of basic—but 
important—information 
that we think may come in 
handy to Aruba’s visitors. 


Electrical power 


Aruba generally operates 
on 110V to 127V supply 
voltage and 60Hz. There 
are also three types of out- 


lets used on the island: type 
A with two flat prongs; type 
B with two flat and one 
grounding prong, and on 
occasion, type F with two 
round prong and two earth 
clips on the side. However, 
Type A is most commonly 
found in homes and estab- 
lishments. 


Drinking water 


The 
water 
that 
flows 
through the sinks of every 
house, hotels and other 
establishments is distilled 
and perfectly safe to drink. 
Aruba’s drinking water ex- 
ceeds WHO’s international 
standards for water qual- 
ity, so there is no need to 
buy bottled water from the 
store. 


Cruise ship Schedule: June 01 - June 25 2024 
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Caribbean Palm Village 
owner Resales 
One Bed Pool $1,500 
wk 9 - e304 
wk 12 - e305 
wk 34 - B107 
wk 35 - B107 
Two Bed Pool $1,900 
wk 12 - e201aB 
wk 45 - e209 aB 
sales.cpv@hotmail.com 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


OTHER 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Paradera : Tel.588 6638 
San Nicolas: 
San Lucas:Tel. 584 5119 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 
Q&A: Andra Day talks new album, playing a villain 
and regaining confidence after injuring vocals 


By JONATHAN LANDRUM Jr. 
AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Andra 
Day gained acting acclaim 
after her starring role in a 2021 
Billie Holiday biopic, but the 
soulful singer nearly lost the 
strength of her powerful voice 
during the process. 
Day injured her vocals after 
she smoked cigarettes as part 
of her role in Lee Daniels' film 
"The United States vs. Billie Holi- 
day." It took some time to re- 
cover after she experienced 
hemorrhaging in her vocal 
cords, but now the singer 
sounds as if she's returning 
to form with her latest album 
"Cassandra (cherith)," which 
released earlier this month. 
"Cassandra," which is Day's 
legal first name, is her first al- 
bum in nine years since her 
2015 debut "Cheers to the 
Fall," which earned a Grammy 
nomination along with stand- 
out single "Rise Up." On her 
new album, she explores the 
complexities of her past re- 
lationships and spiritual walk 
with God. 
Day has been on a journey 
to regain confidence in her 
voice since the "Holiday" film, 
which helped her win a Gram- 
my and Golden Globe for 
her acting and musical work. 
She's been training her vocals 
through studio sessions and 
on a few big stages including 
several performances during 
Grammy week and the Super 
Bowl pregame, where she 
performed "Lift Every Voice 
and Sing" earlier this year. 


In a recent interview, Day 
spoke with The Associated 
Press about her latest album, 
how her faith helped her 
overcome heartbreak and 
her wish to play a villain. 
Remarks have been lightly 
edited for clarity and brevity. 
AP: How important was it for 
you to touch on your faith on 
"Cassandra"? 
DAY: Faith is my whole ground- 
ing. It's who I am. If someone 
asked to sum up my identity, 
I would say "I'm a follower of 
Christ. I'm a child of God." It 
matters how you show up. No 
one is perfect. With making 
this album, I wanted people 
to experience what mistakes 
I made. You don't want to 
stay in that place. You want 
to grow from it. No matter 
what mistakes were made, 
or I didn't perform well, I was 
so loved. 
AP: How has your faith helped 
you overcome heartbreaks? 
Day: I'm intensely reminded 


in this season that I am loved. 
That's the thing for me. I feel 
like I'm difficult to love. I feel 
like when people get to know 
me, they'll feel like "Oh, God, 
she's really not that great or 
interesting." I've dealt with a 
lot of that sort of the impos- 
ter syndrome. It's love that 
I actually need. There's a 
scripture that talks about 
how God's plans are not 
to harm you. But they are 
there to give you hope and 
a future. I stand on that. I 
believe that. It's super heart- 
breaking for me because I 
do love really hard — which 
I recently discovered. But at 
the same time, it's a reminder 
that God's plan for me is not 
just for me in this romantic 


relationship. That can be a 
part of it. That's amazing. But 
it's a holistic thing for every- 
one's life. His plans for me are 
good. God's love and plans 
for me. That's what really helps 
me eventually. 
AP: How bad were your vo- 
cal cords damaged? 
DAY: There was some hem- 
orrhaging. You could see in- 
flamed blood vessels. I have 
one that's kind of bad right 
now, but it hasn't fully hemor- 
rhaged, which is great. That's 
been my saving grace. It's 
just drier, hemorrhaging, more 
damage and breakup.q 


Andra Day poses for a portrait on Friday, May 10, 2024, in Los 
Angeles to promote her latest album “Cassandra." 
Associated Press 
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No marathons as Swiatek and Gauff sprint into the French Open 
quarterfinals. Sinner and Alcaraz win 


By JEROME PUGMIRE 
AP Sports Writer 
PARIS (AP) — After the French 
Open marathon came the 
sprints. 
Defending champion Iga Swi- 
atek swept into the quarter- 
finals at Roland Garros in just 
40 minutes after a crushing 
6-0, 6-0 win against Anastasia 
Potapova. 
U.S. Open champion Coco 
Gauff took only 60 minutes 
to rout unseeded Italian Elisa- 
betta Cocciaretto 6-1, 6-2. 
The 20-year-old American 
looked set for an even quicker 
victory when she led 5-0, but 
Cocciaretto fought back, get- 
ting a hearty cheer from the 
crowd after winning the next 
game. 
Swiatek wound up with 48 
points to just 10 for Potapova. 
The match ended when Pota- 
pova hit a forehand into the 
net on the first match point. 
"I was just really focused and 
in the zone," Swiatek said. "It 
went pretty quickly, pretty 
weird." Their match started 
at around 11 a.m. on Court 
Philippe Chatrier. 
That's just eight hours after 
men's defending champion 
Novak Djokovic finished his 
five-set, 4 1/2-hour marathon 
against Lorenzo Musetti just 
after 3 a.m. in the latest finish 
in tournament history. 
Swiatek said late finishes don't 
just end with the match and 
are not healthy. 
"Usually it takes us, like, four 
hours to even chill, and you 
need to do recovery, media. 
It's not like the work ends with 
the match point," she said. "I 


was always one of the play- 
ers that said that we should 
start a little bit earlier." 
Gauff thinks the issue needs 
to be addressed. 
"It's a complicated thing," 
she said. "But I definitely think 
for the health and safety of 
the players it would be in the 
sport's best interest to try to 
avoid those matches finish- 
ing, or starting, after a certain 
time." 
Gauff says there's also a fine 
balance to be struck. 
"Obviously I don't want to 
complain too much about it 
because we are very blessed 
and privileged to be playing 
for a lot of money. There's 
people working real jobs un- 
der worse conditions for less 


money and just trying to get 
by," she said. "It's just tough 
for me knowing where some 
of my family come from and 
where things are, and I think 
about the people hearing this. 
Yes, if I was a person working, 
I would be upset to hear, you 
know, players complain." 
Potapova attributed her 
crushing defeat to the con- 
stant rain delays in recent days 
sapping her energy. 
"Unfortunately in the last cou- 
ple of days I started feeling 
not well, eating not well. Last 
night I did not get an hour 
of sleep. It's very tough to 
be honest. Especially when 
you want to play good you 
have to try to keep every- 
thing inside," she said. "But 


unfortunately if you keep it 
inside it doesn't go away, it 
just keeps growing. The stress 
inside my body kept growing 
and unfortunately today was 
the day when it exploded." 
Saturday didn't help much. 
"Yesterday I spent all day on 
site because I had doubles. 
We came at 9:00 (a.m.) and at 
7:00 p.m. it got (postponed). 
I spent all day here without 
hitting a ball," she said. "That's 
not the preparation for the 
fourth round of a grand slam 
against the world number 
one." 
Swiatek remains on course 
for her third consecutive 
French Open title and fourth 
overall. The top-ranked Pole 
plays Wimbledon champion 


Marketa Vondrousova after 
the fifth-seeded Czech beat 
unseeded Serb Olga Danilovic 
6-4, 6-2. 
Gauff faces No. 8-seeded 
Tunisian Ons Jabeur, who 
advanced to her second 
straight French Open quarter- 
final after beating unseeded 
Dane Clara Tauson 6-4, 6-4. 
In the men's draw, two-time 
Grand Slam title winner Car- 
los Alcaraz and 2021 French 
Open runner-up Stefanos Ts- 
itsipas set up a quarterfinal 
showdown, while No. 10 Grigor 
Dimitrov got to the final eight 
in Paris for the first time in 14 
appearances and will meet 
No. 2 Jannik Sinner next. 
Dimitrov eliminated No. 8 
Hubert Hurkacz 7-6 (5), 6-4, 
7-6 (3), and Australian Open 
champion Sinner recovered 
from a terrible start to beat 
unseeded Corentin Moutet 
2-6, 6-3, 6-2, 6-1. Sinner got 
broken in each of his first three 
service games — after holding 
in 41 of 43 during his first three 
matches — and fell behind 
5-0 just 22 minutes in, before 
getting going. 
The third-seeded Alcaraz beat 
No. 21-seeded Canadian Felix 
Auger-Aliassime 6-3, 6-3, 6-1. 
Auger-Aliassime appeared 
to struggle with his left leg 
and called a trainer at the 
changeover at 3-2 down in 
the second set, then left the 
court for a medical timeout. 
Tsitsipas beat unseeded Italian 
Matteo Arnaldi 3-6, 7-6 (4), 
6-2, 6-2, and the ninth-seeded 
Greek celebrated enthusiasti- 
cally with the Court Suzanne 
Lenglen crowd. q 


Poland's Iga Swiatek clenches her fist after scoring a point against Russia's Anastasia Potapova 
during their fourth round match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros 
stadium in Paris, Sunday, June 2, 2024. 
Associated Press 


75-year-old John Forces races to record 
157th NHRA victory at New England Nationals 


EPPING, N.H. (AP) — John 
Force raced to his record 
157th NHRA victory Sunday 
at age 75, beating team- 
mate Austin Prock in the 
Funny Car final at the NHRA 
New England Nationals. 
Force had a 4.081-second 
run at 319.29 mph in his 
Chevrolet Camaro SS, while 
Prock ran a 4.096 at 316.38. 
"We had a good race car 
and what keeps me alive is 
driving this hot rod and all 


these fans," Force said. "We 
all work together as a team 
and that's what is most im- 
portant. I wouldn't be here 
without this team of guys." 
Force won for the second 
time this season and the 
third time at New England 
Dragway. 
The 
16-time 
Funny Car season cham- 
pion also won the Mission 
#2Fast2Tasty Challenge on 
Saturday, with the double- 
up victory Sunday pushing 


him to the season stand- 
ings. 
Doug Kalitta won in Top 
Fuel and Troy Coughlin Jr. 
in Pro Stock. 
Kalitta edged Tony Schum- 
acher with a 3.802 at 332.92 
in his dragster. The defend- 
ing season champion has 
now won at every current 
track on the NHRA circuit. 
Coughlin 
topped 
Erica 
Enders with a 6.584 at 
210.05.q 


Funny Car driver John Force looks to get back on track for the 
last day of qualifying at the NHRA Kansas Nationals at Heartland 
Park, May 21, 2016, in Topeka Kansas. 
Associated Press 
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Javier Báez's 2-run single in 10th helps Tigers beat Boston 8-4 to 
send Red Sox to first Sunday loss 


By KEN POWTAK 
Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — Javier Báez's 
two-run single highlighted a 
four-run 10th inning and the 
Detroit Tigers beat Boston 
8-4 to send the Red Sox to 
their first loss on a Sunday 
and earn a split of their four- 
game series. 
Rafael Devers had a game- 
tying solo homer, RBI triple 
and sliding play to his left 
on Matt Vierling's grounder 
for the Red Sox, who were 
a major league-best 9-0 on 
Sundays. 
Wenceel Pérez added three 
hits, drove in a run and 
scored another on a close 
play for the Tigers, who won 
for just the third time in their 
last 15 games against Bos- 
ton. 
"You've got to hang in 
there," Tigers manager A.J. 
Hinch said. "It looked like the 
story of the game was going 
to be missed opportunities or 
early game offense or lack 
thereof and it turned out to 
be a very productive game 
for us. ... Big at-bats late." 
Pinch-hitter Andy Ibáñez's 
RBI double against Cam 
Booser (0-2) moved the 
Tigers ahead in the 10th 
before Báez singled and 
Carson Kelly added an RBI 
double. 
"This guy was warming up 
two innings before the at- 
bat," Ibáñez said through 
a team translator. "They 
told me to get ready. I was 
watching the videos." 
Andrew Chafin (3-1) got four 
outs for the win. 
"There were some match- 
ups we liked but others we 
didn't, but that's where we 
were in the bullpen," Red 
Sox manager Alex Cora 
said of the 10th. "One pitch 
away from getting out of it. 
... A pitch to Javey, down in 
the zone and he put a good 
swing on it and then they 
kept going." 
The Red Sox had left the 
bases loaded in the ninth 
when Connor Wong flew 
out to deep right. 
Detroit erased an early 3-0 
deficit and chased Boston 
starter Brayan Bello to take 
a 4-3 lead in the seventh 
before Devers' drive off Alex 
Faedo just cleared the top 
of the Green Monster in 


deep left-center. 
Bello left leading 3-2 with 
two runners on and one out 
before Pérez lined an RBI 
double off Justin Slaten. With 
the infield in, Riley Greene 
scored the go-ahead run 
when shortstop David Ham- 
ilton made a diving stop on 
Mark Canha's grounder. 
The Red Sox had built a 3-0 
edge with single runs in the 
first three innings against 
Casey Mize. 
Bello was charged with four 
runs in 6 1/3 innings. 
Enmanuel 
Valdez, 
who 
homered twice for his first 
career multihomer game in 
Saturday's victory, delivered 
an RBI single. Jarren Duran 
had one in the second and 
Devers' triple down the right- 
field line made it 3-0. 


Mize gave up three runs, two 
earned, in four innings. 
"I just need to be more effi- 
cient," he said. "Four innings 
just isn't good enough." 
TRAINER'S ROOM 
Tigers: OF Canha was back 
in the lineup after being a 
late scratch Friday with left 
hip soreness. He worked out 
Saturday and felt ready to 
go. 
Red Sox: Placed 2B Vaughn 
Grissom on the 10-day in- 
jured list with a strained 
right hamstring that he ag- 
gravated running out a 
grounder Saturday. … INF/ 
OF Romy Gonzalez also went 
on the 10-day IL because of 
a strained left hamstring. 
FINALLY MADE IT 
With two players going on 
the IL, the Red Sox promoted 


28-year-old infielder/outfield- 
er Jamie Westbrook from 
Triple-A Worcester. 
Selected in the fifth round 
of the 2013 MLB draft by 
Arizona, Westbrook is now 
with his sixth organization 


and played independent 
ball during 2020 when minor 
league baseball was can- 
celed due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. He won a silver 
medal with the U.S. at the 
Tokyo Olympics.q 


Detroit Tigers' Wenceel Perez, left, scores on a sacrifice fly by Gio 
Urshela as Boston Red Sox catcher Reese McGuire, right, tries to 
tag him in the sixth inning of a baseball game, Sunday, June 2, 
2024, in Boston. 
Associated Press 
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Eagle Beach – When you think 
of a restaurant that pleases the 
needs of a whole family or a 
large group of people with all 
different tastes? Think Water’s 
Edge Restaurant. Located at 
the shore of Aruba’s most won- 
derful beach, The Eagle Beach 
Aruba. Water’s Edge Restau- 
rant is guaranteed to serve you 
a fantastic magical night to re- 
member. Whether you prefer to 
enjoy the view from indoors air 
conditioned comfort, outdoors in 
the soft tropical breeze or under 
a palapa with your toes in the 
sand. This spectacular restaurant 
offers the best ocean view sun- 
set or sky full of stars dinner while 
the crispy Caribbean night wind 
caresses your face and plays 
with your hair. 


From the minute you arrive there 
will be a great staff welcoming 
you with the most contagious 
smiles and warmth. The intense 
menu with a great variety of ap- 
petizers, main courses and deli- 
cious desserts will not disappoint. 
Seafood, Steaks and interna- 
tional favorites. All on one menu 
specially made just for you. 


Culinary Voyage 
Start your gastronomic jour- 
ney with a scrumptious ap- 
petizer such as the Maryland 
Crab Cakes, maybe the Crispy 


Calamari or the mouthwatering 
creamy Garlic Tarragon Shrimp. 
You can also opt for a classic 
French Onion Soup, a Lobster 
Bisque or the famously Water’s 
Edge House Wedge, a crisp 
wedge of fresh romaine lettuce 
topped with homemade blue 
cheese dressing, diced toma- 
toes, chopped bacon, caramel- 
ized pecans and blue cheese 
crumbles, drizzled with balsamic 
reduction. This followed by the 
Chef’s special of seafood such 
as Fresh salmon filet seasoned 
and grilled, topped with lemon 
cilantro butter and served with 
homemade mashed potatoes 
and fresh asparagus, a nice 
plate of Ahi Tuna or a succulent 
pasta dish like the Florentina Fet- 
tuccine Alfredo. Meat Lovers will 
have their fix with choices of a 
devourable 22oz. Bone-In “Tom- 
ahawk” Rib-Eye, pan seared in 
garlic infused oil and finished in 
the oven or our juicy N.Y Strip 
Loin, seasoned & grilled. All our 
steaks options are seasoned with 
a blend of kosher salt and freshly 
cracked black pepper. Served 
with homemade mashed pota- 
toes, seasoned vegetables and 
a choice of red wine reduction, 
green peppercorn demi glace, 
mushroom sauce, or bacon blue 
cheese butter. For extra sides the 
options are delectable. Fresh as- 
paragus, seasonal vegetables, 
mashed or baked potatoes, fries 
or rice and beans. Combine 
your personal choice with one of 
the most exclusive wine from the 
great selection of international 
wines to compliment your dish. 
Kids will enjoy every item of the 
specially compiled kids menu 
and there are also optional dish- 
es for all vegans, vegetarians 
and gluten-free guests. To end 
the culinary voyage with some 
luscious sweetness, the desserts 
are wild. From a piece of coco- 
nut flan, NY cheese cake, carrot 
cake, chocolate brownie or our 
classic Tiramisu with kahlua and 
amaretto served with choco- 


late sauce and coffee jelly. Not 
to mention the fresh and light 
piece of key lime pie. 


Creating memories 
If you are planning a birthday 
dinner, here you will receive a 
nice bottle of champagne to 
take home with you to extend 
your experience even further 
whether on the beach or your 
own private balcony. 


Live entertainment 
Just about every day of the 
week, there is a different live 
entertainment by the best local 
artists for you to enjoy. Whether 
you’re in a romantic mood, or 
more in a swinging mood, there 
is absolutely a night especially 
for you where you can combine 
great music with delicious cock- 
tails mixed with concoctions. In 
addition, Water’s Edge offers 
three daily Happy Hours from 
12pm-1pm, 4pm-6pm and again 
from 9pm-10pm with all premium 
brands specially priced. 


Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
Whether you join us for breakfast, 
lunch or dinner, Water’s Edge 
Restaurant & Bar offers a relaxed 
and inspirational dining experi- 
ence overlooking the beautiful 
Eagle Beach with spectacular 
ocean views. Gather with friends 
and family for drinks and appe- 
tizers or a night of pampering 
and relaxation. 


Start this year’s vacation with this amazing experience in the heart 
of Costa Linda Beach Resort 
Water’s Edge Restaurant is a jewel many had the pleasure to find! 


Water’s Edge is open daily from 
8am – 11pm 


To reserve your table please 
call +297 583-8000 / ext 8106 or 
direct line +297 586-9494 


For more information about 
the menus, entertainment and 
hours, please visit the website 
watersedge-aruba.com 


“Water’s Edge Restaurant is 
where magnificent beach views, 
amazing food and excellent 
service come together.” 


Thank you to all our guests 
From the bottom of our hearts, 
we would like to Thank all of 
our guests who showed us 
so much love and support 
all throughout the year, and 
hopefully will continue to do so 
in the years to come. What we 
are most grateful for is that we 
could get back to doing what 
we love, which is looking after 
our guests. So, thank you for 
every dinner, lunch, breakfast, 
every to-go order, every glass 
of wine, every birthday, an- 
niversary and date-night that 
you spent with us this last year. 
To our new guests, Welcome! 
We hope you to see you back 
soon!q 


